
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 March, 2012

Between 7.00pm and 8.30pm at Memorial Hall, Otterburn
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Harry Scott
Clive Emerson

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk
PC Colin Heath

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies for absence from Sarah Robson due to work commitments and Gary Satchwell who was 
unwell.

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) Item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council - Update:  The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.  

b) item 3c: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c) item 3d: Plans to keep footpaths clear of snow in the village:  After discussion two sites were provisionally agreed for 
the location of the grit bins. Cllr Emerson agreed to consult with a parishioner living in Brierley Gardens to 
confirm the location of a grit bin there. The second Grit Bin will be located outside the public conveniences.

d) item 3e: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Chair reported he had attended the Area Committee 
West meeting on 14 February and had a chance to speak about the need for the crossing at the Memorial Hall. 
He also provided the petition with 170 names on it for the crossing. Since then there has been a large article on 
the need for a crossing in the Hexham Courant. 

The Chair further reported that on 29 February he happened to meet a representative from NCC who was 
taking measurements for a possible crossing. 

The next meeting, when it is hoped a decision on the crossing will be made, is on 10 April at Heddon-on-the-
Wall, starting at 6.00pm. IT WAS AGREED at least one of the Councillors should attend. 

e) item 6c: Date of June, 2012 parish Council meeting:  IT WAS AGREED the June meeting scheduled for 5 June 
will be brought forward a week to 29 May to avoid the Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday.

f) item 6d: Introduction to Planning. NCC training events:  Vice Chair Corbett agreed to attend the meeting in 
Hexham on 14 March. 

g) item 6g: National Express coach service: The Clerk reported he had received an email from National Express 
confirming the new service. Service 534 now travels from Glasgow to Hull via Otterburn. It will leave 
Otterburn daily at 12:35 arriving at Newcastle at 13:30. The reverse journey will arrive in Newcastle at 12:50, 
leaving there at 13:15 and arriving at Otterburn at 14:05.

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for February, 2012: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was AGREED.
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5. Planning
a) 11/02229/FUL: Construction of a two storey agricultural workers dwelling: Land North of Sports Centre Entrance,  
Otterburn: Clerk’s Report received and AGREED. 

b) 12NP0011: Erection of general purpose agricultural steel portal framed building at Troughend Farm, Otterburn, NE19  
1LA: The application was reviewed and discussed. IT WAS AGREED to support the application.

6. New Business
a) Access to new Otterburn Village Festival site:  The Chair reported two separate conversations he recently had with 
Mr Turnbull and Mr Pringle regarding access to the field proposed to be the used as the car park for the 
Festival. There was apparent disagreement over the access to the field across Mr Pringle’s land. IT WAS 
AGREED the parish Council would remain impartial however should a further access be required to the field 
IT WAS AGREED this could go over the grassed footpath only at the village end of the footpath and with 
assurances that a suitable job was undertaken to ensure the footpath was in good working order for the rest of 
the year. It was noted that until the conveyance was completed Mr Corbett still owned the strip of land that is 
the footpath.

b) Maintenance tasks in the village: IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would arrange to meet Mr Mowatt and Mr 
Holden at the Millennium Green to identify the jobs that are needed before Mr Mowatt provided a quote. 
Additionally the Clerk would provide a map of the public seats and invite a quote for the maintenance of these 
as well as other tasks requiring attention in the village. 

c) Bus shelter usage: The Chair reported that some evenings and at the weekends a small number of youngsters 
are congregating at the bus shelter being loud, playing ‘dare’ with the traffic and causing damage. The litter bin 
had been set on fire and the roof damaged. The volunteer who has been cleaning the bus shelter has advised 
the Chair that due to the damage being caused he will stop doing the cleaning from Easter.  The Chair reported 
that he had confronted the youngsters and threatened police involvement if they did not stop and since there 
has been no trouble. IT WAS AGREED to monitor the situation for now.

It was also reported that children waiting to catch the school bus in the mornings were acting inappropriately. 
There were reports of pushing one another, running along the narrow footpath and into the road. Concerns 
were raised over the potential danger and IT WAS AGREED the Parish Council would write to the Middle 
Schools in Bellingham and Ponteland highlighting the behaviour.

d) The Green, Willow Green – Village Green status: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

e) Wild about Plants – Plant life stories: The Chair provided background to the charity and the objective of getting 
people around the country to undertake a plant survey. The Chair advised he would talk to the Otterburn First 
School to see if they would like to get involved and advised that anyone interested could get more details from 
him.

f) Confidential matters: Two matters were discussed between Councillors alone.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 3 April, 2012 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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